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To  the  Curators  of  Patronage  of  the 
University  of  Edinburgh. 


Gentlemen, 

I    beg  respectfully  to   offer   myself  as  a  candidate  for 
the  Chair  of  Logic  and  Metaphysics  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 

I  am  forty-seven  years  of  age. 

In  1888  I  entered  the  University  of  St.  x\ndrews.  I  was  first  prizeman 
in  all  the  philosophical  classes,  gaining  in  addition  the  Gray  Essay  Prize 
and  the  Tyndall  Bruce  Logic  Prize.  In  1893  I  graduated  with  first  class 
honours  in  Mental  Philosophy,  and  was  awarded  the  Ramsay  Scholarship. 
The  Senatus  also  made  me  a  special  grant  by  which  I  was  enabled  to  study 
in  Germany  throughout  the  summer  of  1894.  In  the  following  autumn  I 
gained  the  Ferguson  Scholarship. 

During  the  session  of  1894-5  ^  acted  as  Assistant  to  the  Professor  of 
Moral  Philosophy  in  the  University  of  Glasgow.  The  following  eighteen 
months  I  spent  abroad  in  study  at  the  Universities  of  Zurich,  Berlin, 
and  Paris. 

In  1896  I  was  appointed  Assistant  to  the  Professor  of  Logic  and 
Metaphysics  in  Glasgow  University.  As  Assistant  I  gave  special  courses 
of  lectures  both  to  the  Ordinary  and  to  the  Honours  Classes. 

In  1897  I  was  also  appointed  by  the  Glasgow  University  Court 
Lecturer  on  Logic  and  Metaphysics  at  Queen  Margaret  College.  In  that 
capacity  I  conducted  a  complete  course  qualifying  for  degrees. 
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In  February  1902,  on  the  death  of  Professor  Adamson,  I  was  entrusted 
by  the  University  Court  with  the  entire  work  of  the  Logic  Chair,  and 
conducted  both  the  Ordinary  and  the  Honours  Classes  throughout  the  rest 
of  the  academic  year.  I  was  also  Examiner  for  Degrees  in  the  department 
of  Philosophy. 

As  Assistant,  Lecturer,  and  Examiner,  I  have  thus  had  very  complete 
experience  of  the  work  of  a  Logic  Chair  in  a  Scottish  University. 

In  1906,  by  special  request  of  Professor  S.  Alexander,  I  acted  as  his 
Assistant  at  Manchester  University  during  the  Spring  Term. 

In  July  1906  I  was  appointed  to  the  Stuart  Professorship  of  Psychology 
in  Princeton  University,  U.S.A.,  and  while  holder  of  the  Chair  conducted 
courses  in  General  Philosophy  as  well  as  Psychology. 

In  191 2  I  received  an  invitation  to  the  Mills  Professorship  of  Philosophy 
in  the  University  of  California,  in  succession  to  Dr.  Howison  ;  and  a  year 
later  was  invited  to  give  courses  in  the  Winter  Term. 

In  191 3  I  was  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Department  of  Philosophy 
and  Psychology  in  Princeton  University ;  and  the  following  year  was 
transferred  to  the  McCosh  Chair  of  Philosophy. 

The  courses  given  by  me  at  Princeton  have  varied  considerably  in 
successive  years  with  the  changing  needs  of  the  Department ;  but  the 
bulk  of  my  work  each  year  has  consisted  of  lectures  on  the  History  of 
Philosophy  and  the  central  problems  of  Metaphysical  and  Logical  l^heory. 

In  the  Spring  Term  1914  I  gave,  by  invitation,  a  course  of  lectures 
on  "British  Philosophy  in  the  Seventeenth  and  the  Eighteenth  Century" 
at  Columbia  University,  New  York  City. 
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Princeton  University  very  generously  granted  me  leave  of  absence 
for  the  duration  of  the  war  in  March  1916,  and  until  February  19 19  I 
have  been  engaged  in  war  service,  first  in  the  Intelligence  Section  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  subsequently  in  the  American  Section  of  the  Ministry 
of  Information. 

I  published  in  1902  a  volume  entitled  Studies  in  the  Cartesian  Philosophy 
(Macmillan  &  Co.,  London).  For  this  work  the  Senatus  of  St.  Andrews 
University  conferred  upon  me  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy.  Prior 
to  the  war  I  had  completed  a  Commentary  to  Kanfs  Critique  of  Pu7'e  Reason. 
It  was  published  by  Messrs.  Macmillan  &  Co.  in  1918. 

I  have  contributed  articles  to  Mind,  77ie  Philosophical  Review,  The 
Journal  of  Philosophy,  The  British  fournal  of  Psychology,  and  the  Hibbert 
Jo2irnal.  I  have  also  done  a  good  deal  of  reviewing  work  for  these  and 
other  publications. 

In  support  of  my  application  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  testimonials. 
I  shall  also  submit  testimonials  from  America  immediately  upon  their 
arrival. 

I  am, 

Gentlemen', 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

NORMAN   KEMP  SMITH. 
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From  Sir  HENRY  JONES,  LL.D,  D.Litt.  F.B.A.,  Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy 

in  the  University  of  Glasgow. 


University  of  Glasgow, 
25M  May  19 19. 

I  HAVE  great  pleasure  in  supporting  Professor  NORMAN  Kemp  Smith's  application 
for  the  Professorship  of  Logic  and  Metaphysics  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh  ; 
for  I  believe  that  he  is  pre-eminently  qualified  to  maintain  undiminished  the  unusual 
renown  of  that  Chair  of  Philosophy. 

I  have  known  Professor  Kemp  Smith  intimately  for  many  years,  and  have  had 
every  opportunity  of  observing  the  constant  growth  of  his  powers  and  attainments 
and  character.      He  was  the  ablest  student  I  had  in  St.  Andrews,  whether  in  English 
Literature  or  in  Philosophy,  and  he  concluded  his  brilliant  career  there  by  taking  his 
degree  with  first-class  Honours.      Shortly  afterwards,  in  competition  with  unusually 
able  candidates  from  the  four  Scottish   Universities,  he  was   awarded   the   Ferguson 
Scholarship  in  Philosophy  by  the  late  Professor  Adamson.      On  my  appointment  to 
the  Chair  which  I  now  hold,  I  requested  the  Court  to  appoint  Mr.   Kemp   Smith  as 
my  Assistant.      The  class  was  very  large — the  options   under  the   new  regulations 
not  being  then  operative   in   the   later  years  of  the  student's  course — and  the  work 
was  new  to  both  of  us.      I  cannot  speak   too   highly,  or  with  too  much  gratitude,  of 
the  judgment  and  effectiveness  with  which  Mr.  Kemp  Smith  performed  his  work.      In 
1896,  after  a  year  and  a  half  spent  upon  the  Continent,  Mr.  Kemp  Smith  returned 
to  Glasgow  as  Assistant  to  the  Professor  of  Logic  and  Metaphysics  (first  to  Professor 
Adamson  and  then  to  Professor  Latta),  and  since  1897  as  independent  Lecturer  on 
Logic  and  Metaphysics  at  Queen    Margaret    College.      On    the    death  of  Professor 
Adamson,  Mr.  Kemp  Smith  was   placed  by  the   University  Court   in   charge  of  the 
whole   duties   that  fall  to  the  Professor  of   Logic,  of  the  teaching  of   both  Ordinary 
and  Honours  classes  and  of  conducting  the  examinations  for  Degrees. 

It  is  not  easy  to  exaggerate  the  value  of  the  opportunities  Mr.  Kemp  Smith  en- 
joyed as  an  Assistant  to  Dr.  Adamson,  or  a  more  severe  test  of  his  powers  than  when 
he  was  suddenly  called  to  take  up  the  work  of  a  man  of  such  eminence.  Dr.  Adamson, 
whose  standard  of  scientific  acquirements  was  high  and  severe,  always  expressed 
himself  in  terms  of  the  highest  praise  of  both  Mr.  Kemp  Smith's  work  as  Assistant 
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and  of  his  philosophical  powers  and  attainments  ;  and  I  know  that  Mr.  Kemp  Smith 
earned  the  gratitude  both  of  the  University  Court  and  of  the  students  of  his  class 
by  the  eminently  able  way  in  which  he  discharged  the  duties  of  the  Chair. 

In  1906  he  was  appointed  to  the  Stuart  Chair  of  Psychology  in  Princeton 
University  ;  and,  as  occasion  offered,  his  responsibilities  in  that  University  grew  till 
in  1 91 3  he  was  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Department  of  Philosophy  and 
Psychology  as  a  whole,  comprising  thirteen  members,  and  in  1914  transferred  to 
the  McCosh  Chair  of  Philosophy. 

I  had  occasion  to  visit  Princeton  University  in  1908,  191 2,  and  191 8,  and 
naturally  saw  something  of  the  Professors  of  Philosophy  and  others  interested  in 
the  subject.  Every  one  who  spoke  of  Professor  Kemp  Smith,  and  not  a  few  seemed 
to  welcome  the  opportunity,  spoke  of  him  in  terms  of  ardent  praise.  He  was  trusted 
and  esteemed  by  his  colleagues,  and  regarded  as  one  of  the  greatest  lecturers  in  the 
University.  He  has  never  had  to  contend  with  disorder,  though  some  of  his  classes 
were  very  large  ;  for  he  interested  his  students  by  his  teaching,  and  they  recognised 
the  power  of  his  unassuming  personality. 

Professor  Kemp  Smith  revealed  something  of  his  high  qualities  as  a  philo- 
sophical thinker  in  his  early  work  on  Descartes  ;  for  it  is  fresh  in  conception,  acute 
in  its  criticisms,  and  scientific  in  its  method.  His  recently  published  Conwicntaiy 
to  Kanfs  Critique  of  Pure  Reason,  the  work  of  many  years,  shows  his  tenacity  of 
purpose,  sobriety  and  strength  of  judgment,  and  thorough  scholarship,  and  has, 
in  fact,  placed  him  in  the  very  first  rank  of  living  writers  on  philosophy.  It  were 
presumption  on  my  part  to  praise  it. 

But  perhaps  the  greatest  of  Professor  Kemp  Smith's  gifts  is  his  character.  In 
virtue  of  its  strength  and  gentleness  and  most  unobtrusive  unselfishness,  combined 
as  these  are  with  very  great  intellectual  abilities,  and  wide  and  thorough  knowledge 
and  the  power  to  communicate  it,  I  venture  to  say  that  he  is  worthy  to  stand  in 
the  well-nigh  unique  succession  of  great  men  who  have  occupied  the  Chair  of  Logic 
and  Metaphysics  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh.  I  desire  unreservedly  to  support 
his  candidature. 

HENRY  JONES. 
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From  R.  LATTA,  Esq.,  D.Phil,  Professor  of  Logic  and  Metaphysics  in  the 

University  of  Glasgow. 

The  University, 
Glasgow,  nth  June  19 19. 

I  HAVE  known  Professor  KEMP  Smith  for  more  than  25  years.  As  a  student  at 
St.  Andrews  University  he  attended  lectures  which  I  gave  there,  and  he  was 
afterwards  Lecturer  in  Logic  at  Glasgow  University  and  Assistant  to  the  late 
Professor  Adamson  and  myself  We  both  appreciated  very  highly  his  ability  as  a 
thinker  and  his  excellence  as  a  teacher.  In  his  later  career  as  Professor  at  Princeton 
University,  and  as  the  author  of  admirable  books  on  his  subject,  he  has  fulfilled  the 
promise  of  his  earlier  years.  His  philosophical  learning  is  extensive  and  thorough, 
and  his  Commentary  to  Kanfs  Critique  of  Pure  Reason,  published  in  191 8,  is  in  my 
opinion  the  most  valuable  work  on  the  philosophy  of  Kant  that  has  appeared  during 
the  last  thirty  years. 

Professor  Kemp  Smith's  activities  as  author  and  teacher  have  been  almost 
entirely  in  the  departments  of  Logic,  Psychology,  and  Metaphysics— the  subjects 
appropriate  to  the  Chair  for  which  he  is  a  candidate.  He  is  a  most  successful 
teacher,  with  the  power  of  interesting  large  classes.  He  has  always  been  on  the 
best  of  terms  with  his  students,  and  the  influence  he  has  upon  them  through  the 
transparent  honesty,  sincerity,  and  acuteness  of  his  thinking  is  valuable.  The  rapidity 
of  his  promotion  at  Princeton  University  is  evidence,  not  only  of  his  ability  as  a 
thinker  and  teacher,  but  also  of  the  sagacity  and  sound  judgment  which  he  has 
shown  in  the  affairs  of  the  University  and  the  respect  in  which  his  character  is  held 
by  his  colleagues. 

I  know  of  no  one  who  is  more  fully  equipped  for  the  work  of  the  Chair  and 
more  able  to  maintain  its  great  traditions. 

R.  LATTA. 
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From  G.  F.  STOUT,  Esq.,  LL.D.,  F.B.A.,  Professor  of  Logic  and  Metaphysics  in 
the  University  of  St.  Andrews  ;  Gifford  Lecturer  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 

Craigard, 
St.  Andrews,  ^th  June  19 19. 

Professor  Kemp  Smith  is  a  philosopher  who  develops  his  own  views  in  connexion 
with  a  profound  and  accurate  study  of  the  History  of  Philosophy  as  correlated  with 
the  development  of  human  thought  in  general  as  expressed  in  science  and  literature. 
With  a  single  exception,  I  do  not  know  any  one  whose  knowledge  in  this  direction 
is  so  wide  and  intimate  and  precise.  Further,  he  never  loses  himself  in  mere 
erudition.  His  judgment  is  keen  and  trustworthy,  and  his  criticism  weighty  and 
helpful.  He  keeps  constantly  in  view  the  problems  of  the  present  day,  and  seeks 
results  which  will  supply  guidance  in  dealing  with  them.  Probably  this  method, 
besides  other  great  advantages,  is  better  adapted  to  the  needs  of  students  than 
any  other. 

In  forming  this  judgment  I  rely  largely  on  my  own  personal  acquaintance 
with  Professor  Kemp  Smith.  But  there  is  good  evidence  for  it  in  his  published 
writing,  consisting  of  various  articles  appearing  in  lilind  and  elsewhere,  in  his  early 
book  on  Descartes,  and.  above  all,  in  his  very  important  recent  work  on  Kant's 
Critique  of  Pure  Reason. 

In  the  vast  literature  devoted  to  Kant  this  takes  a  leading  place.  It  is 
characterised  by  minute  and  accurate  learning,  and,  at  the  same  time,  by  great 
lucidity  and  a  comprehensive  grasp  of  vital  issues,  so  that  he  never  loses  sight  of 
the  wood  among  the  trees.  It  is  also  free  from  a  besetting  sin  of  many  similar 
works,  the  tendency  to  record  the  writer's  own  views  in  the  author  whom  he 
undertakes  to  expound. 

He  has  had  much  and  varied  experience  in  teaching,  first  as  assistant  to 
Professor  Adamson  and  to  Professor  Latta  in  Glasgow,  and  afterwards  in  America 
as  Professor  in  Princeton  University.  He  cannot  fail  to  succeed  with  students  in 
Edinburgh. 

I  may  add,  in  conclusion,  that  the  late  Professor  Adamson  had  a  very  high 
opinion  of  his  assistant,  and  I  feel  sure  that  he  would  have  fully  confirmed  all  that 

'  ^^^"  ^'''-  G.   F.  STOUT. 
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From  A.  E.  TAYLOR,  Esq,  M.A.  (Oxon.),  D.Litt.  (St.  Andrews);  Fellow  of  the 
British  Academy  ;  Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy  in  the  United  College  of 
St.   Salvator   and  St.  Leonard,  St.  Andrews  ;    late   Fellow  of  Merton   College, 

Oxford. 

The  University, 

St.   Andrews,    wth June   1919. 

Pr  chives  me  great  pleasure  to  express  my  conviction  that  Professor  NORM  AN  Kemp 

Smith    is    admirably    fitted    to    fill    the    Chair    of   Logic    and    Metaphysics    in    the 

University  of  Edinburgh.      I   have  had   the   privilege  of  meeting   Professor   Kemp 

Smith,   both    in    earlier    days    at    the    gatherings    of   the    American    Philosophical 

Association  and  more  recently  at  those  of  the  Scots   Philosophical  Club,  and   have 

thus  been  able  to  judge  by  personal  intercourse  of  his  learning  and  original  ability 

in   philosophy  and   to   know  how  great   an    impression   he  has   made   in    University 

circles   in    the   United    States   during   his   tenure  of  the  Chair  he  now  holds  in  the 

University  of  Princeton.     I  am  also  familiar  with  his  published  work,  which  seems  to 

me  of  great  value.     His  first  book,  Studies  in  the  Cartesian  Philosophy,  I  have  always 

looked  upon  as  the  most  important  contribution  yet  made  in  our  own  language  to 

the  correct  understanding  and  intelligent  criticism  of  one  of  the  greatest  philosophers 

and  men  of  science  in  all  history.     It  is  a  book  which  I  am  always  anxious  to  make 

Honours   pupils  who  are  studying  the   thought  of  the  seventeenth  century  master 

thoroughly,  and  I  do  not  know  any  other  in  the  language  which  could  be  substituted  for 

it.      His  recently  published  Commentary  to  Kanfs  Critique  has  already  been  generally 

recognised,  within  a  few  months  of  its   appearance,   as   one   of  the   most   important 

works  ever  produced  on  the  Kantian  philosophy.      It  is  the   first  work   in  our  own 

lan^niarre   in  which   an   attempt   has  been   made  to  do  for  a  great  work  of  modern 

philosophy  what  would  be  expected   in    an   historical  and  exegetical  commentary  of 

the  first  rank  in  scholarship   upon  a  work   of  Plato  or  Aristotle.      Indeed,  there   is 

probably  no    rival    in    thoroughness    and    scholarship    to   this   Commentary   on    the 

Critique  in  any  European  language,  except  the  great  German  work  of  Vaihinger,  which 

was  never  completed  and  does  not   cover  half  the   text   of  Kant's  work.      Professor 

Kemp   Smith's   promised   translation   of   the    Critique  is   also   eagerly   expected   by 

students.      I   may  add    that  minor  publications  of  Professor    Kemp   Smith,  notably 

essays  dealing  with  the  Empiriocriticism   of  Avenarius,  also  show   his   ability  as   an 

interpreter  and  critic  of  Continental  thought.      It  would  be  a  great  gain  to  Scottish 

scholarship    if    Professor    Kemp    Smith    should    be    appointed    to   a    Chair    in    this 

country,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  feel  confident  that  his    work   would   shed   new 

distinction  even  upon  a  post  which  has  been  filled  by  so  many  distinguished  men  as 

the  Professorship  of  Logic  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 

A.  E.  TAYLOR. 
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From  A.  A.  BOWMAN,  Esq,  M.A.,  Professor  of  Logic  in  Princeton  University 
formerly  Lecturer  in  Logic  and  Metaphysics  in  the  University  of  Glasgow. 
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General  Headquarters, 

British  Army  of  the  Rhine, 
\oth  June  1919. 

For  sixteen  years  I  have  been  intimately  associated,  personally  and  professionally, 
with  Professor  XoRMAN  Kemp  Smith.  I  have  known  him  as  philosopher  and  as 
teacher  of  philosophy,  as  colleague  and  as  man  of  affairs,  and  can  speak  of  him  in 
each  of  these  capacities  with  a  knowledge  which  I  feel  entitled  to  regard  as  quite 

exceptional. 

Others  will  testify  to  the  value  of  Professor  Kemp  Smith's  published  works  ; 
I  desire  more  especially  to  testify  to  his  powers  as  a  teacher.  To  say  that  he  is  an 
able  and  successful  teacher  is  not  sufficient.  He  is  one  of  the  outstanding  teachers 
of  his  day,  and  has  gathered  round  him  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  a  body  of 
disciples  who  look  to  him  as  the  master-influence  in  their  philosophical  development. 
His  standard  of  scientific  exactitude  in  i  hilosophy  is  exceptionally  high  ;  but  at  the 
same  time  his  teaching  has  been  uniformly  inspired  by  a  broadly  humanistic  outlook. 
He  is  a  champion  and  master  of  the  concrete  historical  method  as  opposed  to  the 
abstract  specialising  tendencies  of  recent  times.  In  the  history  of  philosophy  his 
range  is  almost  universal,  and  his  power  of  relating  his  subject  to  the  body  of  human 
thought  and  knowledge  in  the  fields  of  science,  literature,  and  social  theory  makes 
philosophy  in  his  hands  at  once  a  rigorous  discipline  and  a  spiritual  inspiration. 

1  attach  special  importance  to  Professor  Kemp  Smith's  powers  as  a  lecturer. 
At  Princeton  he  has  been  long  accustomed  to  deal  with  very  large  classes,  and  to 
carry  them  along  with  him  by  the  sheer  force  of  a  personality  which  seems  to  invest 
everything  it  touches  with  an  immediate  and  sustained  interest.  I  have  never  once 
known  the  problem  of  discipline  to  arise  in  any  course  for  which  Professor  Kemp 
Smith  was  responsible. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  add  that  Professor  Kemp  Smith  can  bring  to  the 
administrative  side  of  college  life  a  mature  experience,  a  trained  judgment,  and  a 
tact,  firmness,  and  sincerity  which  would  render  his  services  an  invaluable  asset  m 
directing  the  educational  policy  of  the  University. 

A.   A.   BOWMAN. 
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From  W.  MACNEILE   DIXON,  Esq.,  LL.D.,  Litt.D.,  Professor  of  English 

Literature  in  the  University  of  Glasgow. 

University  of  Glasgow, 
30M  May  1919- 

Whilst  it  would  be  out  of  place  for  me  to  speak  of  Professor  KEMP  SMITH'S 
philosophical  attainments,  to  which  more  competent  authorities  will  bear  sufficient 
witness  I  may  be  permitted  to  support  his  candidature  for  the  Edinburgh  Chair  on 
the  ground  of  my  personal  respect  and  admiration  for  his  character  and  my  intimate 
knowledge  of  his  practical  and  administrative  ability. 

Early  in   the   war   Professor   Kemp    Smith   left  his    post   at  the  head   of  the 
Philosophical  Faculty  at   Princeton  in  order  to  offer  his  services  to  his  own  country, 
and    was    for    some   time    engaged    in    the   Intelligence  Section   of  the   Admiralty. 
Later  on  the  ground  of  special  qualifications,  he  was  invited  to  join   the   Depart- 
ment'of   Information,  where   for  two   years   I   had  the  privilege  of  being  closely 
associated  with  him  in  the  task  of  presenting  the  Allied  case  in  America  by  means 
of  books  and  pamphlets.      The  responsible  nature  of  the  undertaking,  the  magnitude 
of  the  issues  involved,  the  immense  and  necessary  correspondence  attached  to  it, 
and  the  intricacy  of  the  problems  to  be  dealt  with,  combined  to  provide  a  severe 
and  daily  test  of  the   knowledge,  judgment,  resources,  and   energy  of  any  man. 
Throughout  Professor  Kemp  Smith  displayed  the  finest  qualities  of  the  philosopher 
in   action,  and,  in   my  view,   rendered  national   service  of  the   highest   value   and 
importance  in  shaping  and  informing  American  opinion.      His  unfailing  courtesy 
and  geniality,  amid  the  trying  circumstances  inseparable  from  work  in  a  Government 
office,  endeared  him  to  all  his  colleagues,  and   I  was  myself  profoundly  indebted  to 
him  for  the  most  friendly  and  ungrudging  assistance  at  every  turn. 

I  had  previously  been  aware  that  he  had  secured  the  attention  of  leading 
thinkers  at  home  and  abroad  to  his  philosophical  writings,  and  I  knew  from 
conversations  with  some  of  his  colleagues  and  leading  Americans  that  at  Princeton 
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he  had   built   up   t!,c   reputation  of  a  great  and  inspiring  teacher,  who  had  secured 
the  devoted  respect  of  his  students,  but  it  is  not  often  that  such  qualities  are  found 
in  association  with  the  organising  and  adn^inistrative  powers  that  he  displayed  >n 
official  work.      I  believe  that  if  Professor  Kemp  Smith  be  elected  to  the  tdmburgh 
Chair  he  will  bring  to  it  a  rare  combination  of  philosophical   and  practical  g.fts, 
support  the   fine   Scottish  tradition    it  inherits    in    a    manner  worthy  of  his    great 
predecessors,  and  exercise  an  influence  not  only  wholly  good  upon  the  students  of 
the  University  but  perfectly  acceptable  to  Scottish  feeling  and  opinion. 

W.  MACNEILE  DIXON. 
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he  had  built  up  the  reputation  of  a  great  and  inspiring  teacher,  who  had  secured 
the  devoted  respect  of  his  students,  but  it  is  not  often  that  such  quah'ties  are  found 
in  association  wnth  the  organising  and  administrative  powers  that  he  displayed  in 
official  work.  I  believe  that  if  Professor  Kemp  Smith  be  elected  to  the  Edinbui^h 
Chair  he  will  bring  to  it  a  rare  combination  of  philosophical  and  practical  gifts, 
support  the  fine  Scottish  tradition  it  inherits  in  a  manner  worthy  of  his  great 
predecessors,  and  exercise  an  influence  not  only  wholly  good  upon  the  students  of 
the  University  but  perfectly  acceptable  to  Scottish  feeling  and  opinion. 


W.   MACNEILE  DIXON. 


From  M.  H.  BERGSON,  Member  of  the  French  Academy  ;  Member  of  the  Academy 
of  Moral  and  Political  Sciences ;  Professor  at  the  College  de  France  ;  Gifford 
Lecturer  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 


Paris,  31  Rue  Erlanger, 
?> /uin  1 9 19. 

JE  me  fais  un  plaisir  et  un  devoir  de  dire  le  bien  que  je  pense  de  Mr.  NORMAN 
Kemp  Smith.  Depuis  longtemps  je  suis  ses  travaux,  et  je  suis  frappe  de  ce  qu'ils 
montrent  de  penetration  et  de  vigeur  de  pensee.  Ces  qualitcs  se  retrouvent,  mais 
portees  a  un  degr^  eminent,  dans  le  grand  et  important  ouvrage  qu'il  vient  de 
publier  sur  le  Critique  de  la  Raison  pure.  II  a  modcstement  intituM  ce  livre  un 
"  Commentaire  "  ;  mais  c'est  en  realitc,  a  cote  d'une  etude  tres  serree  et  aussi  trcs 
Erudite  du  texte  de  la  Critique,  un  remarquable  approfondissement  de  la  pensee  de 
Kant  en  general.  Cet  approfondissement  implique  un  point  de  vue  personnel,  et 
une  veritable  maitrise  des  problcmes  philosophiques.  A  mon  sens,  I'auteur  de  ce 
livre  sera  a  sa  place  dans  toute  chaire  de  philosophic,  si  importante  soit-elle,  qu'on 

pourra  lui  confier. 

H.  BERGSON. 


[Translation  over  page.] 
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[Translation] 

It  is  at  once  a  pleasure  and  a  duty  for  me  to  say  how  much  I  think  of  Mr.  Norman 
Kemp  Smith.  I  have  followed  his  work  for  a  long  time  and  I  am  struck  with  the 
insight  and  energy  of  thought  it  displays.  These  qualities  faithfully  appear,  this 
time  with  an  uncommon  degree  of  power,  in  the  great  and  important  work  he  has 
just  published  on  the  Critique  of  Pure  Reason,  under  the  unpretending  title  of  a 
commentary.  As  a  commentary  his  work  furnishes  an  extremely  learned  and 
closely-woven  study  of  the  text  of  the  Critique  ;  but  its  real  significance  lies  in  the 
remarkable  manner  in  which  it  goes  to  the  heart  of  Kant's  general  system  of 
thought.  This  involves  a  personal  point  of  view  and  an  unquestionable  mastery  of 
philosophical  problems.  The  writer  of  this  book,  I  feel,  will  be  but  where  he  should 
in  any  Chair  of  Philosophy,  however  important,  which  he  may  be  asked  to  fill. 
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From  M.  EMILE  BOUTROUX,  Member  of  the  French  Academy  ;  Honorary 
Professor  of  the  History  of  Modern  Philosophy  in  the  University  of  Paris  ; 
late  Gifford  Lecturer  in  the  University  of  Glasgow. 

FoNDATioN  Thiers, 

5     ROND-POINT    BUGEAUD, 

Paris,  k  13  Mai  19 19. 

M.  Norman  Kemp  Smith  est  un  assidu  ct  consciencieux  travailleur,  un  esprit 
curicux,  solide  et  penetrant,  un  crudit  tres  bien  informe,  dont  chaque  ouvrage  est 
certainement  une  acquisition  durable  pour  le  mondc  philosophique. 

Ses  Studies  in  the  Cartesian  Philosophy  rcnouvelaient  sur  plus  d'un  point,  de 
la  manicre  la  plus  ingcnieuse  ct  la  plus  intc.ressante,  un  sujet  maintes  fois  trait6 
par  les  meilleurs  esprits. 

Son  Commentary  to  Kanfs  Critique  of  Pure  Reason  est  une  tres  belle  etude, 
aussi  large  et  philosophique  que  minutieuse,  precise  et  attentive  a  serrer  le  texte 
dc  pres.  Lcs  obscurit^s  du  texte  ne  sont  pas  csquivees,  elles  sont  analysees. 
L'auteur  en  trouve  notammcnt  la  raison  dans  une  double  tendance,  qu'on  peut 
appeler  subjectivistc  et  phenomcnaliste,  a  laquelle  Kant  obeit  alternativement. 
Sans  doutc  il  est  une  methode  brillante  de  donner  a  un  systeme  un  caractere  de 
clartc  et  d'unite  :  c'est  de  le  considerer  comme  un  moment  necessaire  dans  un 
processus  historique  determine.  Pur  historien,  M.  Kemp  Smith  ecarte  cette 
methode.  II  ne  voit  dans  Kant  ni  un  r^formateur  de  I'idealisme  cartesien  ni 
un  prt^curseur  de  Hegel  :  il  y  voit  Kant  lui-meme,  rien  de  plus,  rien  de  moins. 
C'est  pourquoi  son  oeuvre  sera  appreciee  de  quiconque  voudra  comprendre  et  juger 
sans  parti  pris  I'cEUvre  capitale  dont  il  nous  donne  le  savant  commentaire. 

EMH.E   BOUTROUX. 


[Translation  over  page.] 
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[Translation] 

Mr.  Norman  Kemp  Smith  is  an  indefatigable  and  devoted  philosophical 
worker,  a  thinker  of  keen,  robust,  and  penetrating  intelligence,  and  a  thoroughly 
well -equipped  scholar,  each  one  of  whose  works  undoubtedly  represents  an 
acquisition  of  enduring  value  to  the  world  of  philosophy. 

In  his  Studies  in  the  Cartesian  Philosophy  he  revivified  at  more  than  one 
point,  in  the  subtlest  and  most  interesting  fashion,  a  subject  which  had  repeatedly 
eneaiied  the  attention  of  the  best  minds. 

His    Commentary   to   Kanfs    Critique    of  Pure    Reason    is    a    very    fine    study, 
combining    alike    breadth    of    outlook    with    the    exact    detailed    treatment    which 
constantly   strives   to   maintain    unbroken    contact   with    the    text.      The    difficulties 
of  the    text    are    not    glossed    over    but    analysed.      Their  raison  d'etre  the   author 
identifies    more    particularly    with    a    double    tendency,    which    might    be    termed 
subjectivism   and   phenomenalism,  by  which  Kant  is  alternately  swayed.      There  is, 
we  know,  a  brilliant  method   of  lending  to  a  system   a  character  of  clearness  and 
unity— that,  namelv,  of  regarding  it  as  a  necessary  moment  in  a  historical  process. 
A    genuine    historian,    Mr.    Kemp    Smith    sees    in    Kant    neither    the    reformer    of 
Cartesian  Idealism  nor  the  precursor  of  Hegel.      What  he  does  see  is  Kant  himself, 
nothing   more  and   nothing   less  ;   and   it   is   for  that   reason  that   his   book   will   be 
appreciated     by    all     who    desire    to    comprehend    and    judge    without    bias    the 
dominating  work  which  he  expounds  with  scholarly  skill. 
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From  BERNARD  BOSANOUET,  Esq.,  LL.D.,  D.C.L.,  F.B.A.,  sometime  Pro- 
fessor of  Moral  Philosophy  in  the  University  of  St.  Andrews,  late  Gifford 
Lecturer  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 

The   Heath   Cottage,  Oxshott, 
Surrey,  29M  J/aj  ig^Q- 

To  the  Electors  to  the  Chair  of  Logic  and  Metaphysics 
in  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 

Gentlemen,  . 

Professor    NOKMAN    Kemp    Smith    informs    me   that   he   is   a 

candidate  for  the  Chair  of  Logic  and  Metaphysics  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 

lie  is  known  to  me  exclusively  through  his  books  on  Kantian  and  pre-Kantian 
philosophy.  These  books,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  show  very  great  industry 
and  insic^ht  and  a  profound  interest  in  Kant  and  in  the  genesis  of  Kant's  philosophy, 
.nd  it  appears  to  me  that  Professor  Kemp  Smith's  learning  has  not  over-mastered 
his  judgment  or  his  originality,  but  that  his  knowledge  will  help  and  not  hmder 
him  in  being  an  effective  and  impressive  teacher. 

It  seems  worth  observing  that  his  line  of  study  promises  to  be  of  high  value 
to-dav  when  a  certain  dissatisfaction  with  post-Kantian  thought  appears  to  demand 
a  recurrence  to  the  great  pre-Kantian  thinkers,  in  whom  the  reaction  may  find 
substance  and  guidance. 

I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Professor  Kemp  Smith's  philosophical 
equipment   would    be  worthy   of  the    traditions   of  the   Chair,  and    suitable  to  the 

problems  of  the  day. 

Yours  faithfully, 

BERNARD  BOSANQUET. 


18 


fl 


J^,-om  S  ALEXANDER,  Esq.,  LL.D.,  F.B.A.,  Professor  of  Philosophy  at 
Manchester  ;  Hon.  Fellow  of  Lincoln  College,  Oxford  ;  late  Gifford  Lecturer 
in  the  University  of  Glasgow. 

University, 
Manchester,    i^th  May  k^i^- 

VU  N,..o,  ^N  KKN.P  SMITH  is  one  of  our  first  philosophical  scholars,  in  the  best  sense 
^f  that  phrase.      1 1  is  recent  commentary  on  Kant  is  but  the  last  and  most  important 
of  a  series  of  writings   on   philosophers,  including  a  book   on   Descartes,  and   papers 
in  .,/,„,/  on  Hume  and  Avenarius,  which  1  find  of  great  value.      It  is  not  merely  a 
critical  commentary,  embodying  a  vast  amount  of  study  of  Kant  and  the  .mrnense 
terature  on   K.ant.  but  is  the  worh  of  a  man  who  is  himself  a  philosopher  w,th  an 
independent  mind  ;  and  the  criticism  is  so  conducted  as  to  throw  into  rehef  t  e  v.tal 
philosophical   problems  which  are  raised  by   his  author,  and   so  to  contr.bute  to  a 
solutiorof  them.      I  look  forward  now  to  work  from  him  of  a  d.rectly  construct.ve 
character,  of  which  there  are  already  outlines  in  this  work  and  in  papers.      For  I  know 
how  keenlv  he  is  alive  to  the  questions  and  movements  of  present-day  thmk.ng.     Of 
the  men  of  Mr.  Kemp  Smith's  standing,  I  know  no  one  better  fitted  by  attanunents, 
philosophical  abilit>-  and  acumen,  volume  of  work  done,  and  acade.mca,  e.penence 
(in  more  than  one  country)  to  occupy  a  Chair  so  important  as  the  Kdn^burgh  Cha.r. 

,  have  had   the   good  fortune  to  know  Mr.    Kemp   Smith  very  well  for  many 
years  and  he  was  once  kind  enough  to  help  me  here  for  a  term  wh.le  he  was  .st,l 
a  lecturer  at  Glasgow.      .  believe  him  to  be  a  good  teacher,  and  a  man  of  pract.ca, 
sagacity,  and  I  am  sure  he  would  be  weighty  and  impressive  with  h.s  students,  and 
would  have  their  affection  as  he  has  that  of  his  friends. 

His  appointment  to  the  Chair  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  first-rate  one. 

S.  ALEXANDER. 
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From  W.  R.  SORLKY,  Esq.,  LL.D.,  Litt.D.,  F.R.A.,  Knightbridge  Professor  of 
Moral  Philosophy,  University  of  Cambridge  ;  late  Gifford  Lecturer  in  the 
University  of  Aberdeen. 

King's  College, 
Cambridge,   ^rd  June  1919. 

I  WAS  associated  with  Professor  N.  KEMP  SMITH  many  years  ago  when  editing  the 
philo.sophical    lectures   of  the   late    Professor  Adamson,   and    I  was   much  impressed 
then    by  his   acuteness  and    knowledge   of   the    history    of  philosophy.      About   the 
same  time  he  published  his  Studies  in  the  Cartesian  riulosophy-^  book  which  seems 
to  me  to  rank  as  the  best  English  work  on  the  philosophy  of  Descartes.      This  has 
been    followed    by  other    philosophical   writings,   culminating   in   his   great   work,  A 
Commentary  to  Kanfs  Critique  of  Pure  Reason.      It  would  be  difficult  to  over-estimate 
the  amount  of  labour  which  has  gone  to  the  composition  of  this  work,  the  learnmg. 
skill    and  judgment  which  it  shows,  or  its  value  to  the  student  of  Kant.      The  author 
has  succeeded    in   carrying   through    a   task  which   others   have   attempted  but  have 
never  been  able  to  complete.      Professor  Kemp  Smith's  learning  is  remarkable,  but 
still  more  remarkable  are  his  instinct  for   the   essential    points   of   a   problem    or  an 
an^ument  and  the   clearness  with  which   he    unravels   difficulties.      I    am   convmced 
that,  if  appointed  Professor  of  Logic  and    Metaphysics  at    Edinburgh,  he  would  fill 

the  Chair  with  success  and  dibtinction. 

W.   R.  SORLEY. 
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From  J.  A.  SMITH,  Esq,  LL.D,  W'aynflete  Professor  of  Moral  and  Metaphysical 

Philosophy  in  the  University  of  Oxford. 


To  the  Curators  of  the 

University  of  Edifiburgh. 


Magdalen  Coi.i  f.ge, 

Oxford,  June  1919. 


Gentlemen, 

1    am   glad   to  have  the  opportunity  of  bearing   witness   to   the  high 

merits   of  the   philosophical  work   of  Professor   Norman    Kemp   Smith.      Though 
I    have    the    pleasure   of   personal    acquaintance    with    him,   my    knowledge   of  his 
qualifications   is   chiefly   derived   from   use   and  study  of  his  published  works.      The 
expectations  justly   formed    by   the   readers   of  the    earlier  of  these  were  more  than 
met  by  his  Couiuicntary  to  Knufs  Critique  of  Pure  Reason  (1918).      This  work  is 
evidence   not   only   that   he   has   spared   no   pains   to  explore  all   the   sources   from 
which   light   can   flow  upon   this   important   classic   of  philosophy,  but   that   he  has 
made   himself  a   master  over  its  perplexities  and  difficulties.      It  illuminates   many 
places  that  have  hitherto  remained  dark  to  the  most  experienced  and  well-informed 
of  specialists  in  the  subject  of  Kantian  philolog)-.      In  a  word,  it   is  for  a  long  time 
likely  to  remain  the  classic  commentary  upon  one  of  the   great   classics   of  modern 
philosophy,    and    an    indispensable   aid    to    all    students,    however    advanced.       Its 
interpretations   may   be   disputed,   but   tliey   can    never   be   neglected.      Not   merely 
does  it  abound  in  genuine  erudition,  but  throughout  it  shows  an  independent   grasp 
of  the  problems  at  issue  and  a  power  of  criticism  at  once  sympathetic  and  searching. 
All  this  testifies  to  the  existence  in    its  author's  mind   of  a   trained   competence  to 
deal    with    philosophical    questions    of    wide    reach    and    to    expound    them    with 
clearness  and  cogency.      I  should  look  with  confidence  to   see  other   works   of  first- 
class    philosophical    importance     from     its     author's    pen.         Perhaps    I     may    be 
permitted   to   ask,   while    in    no    way    modifying    what     I    have    said    of    Professor 
Kemp     Smith's     qualifications,     that    nothing    I    have    said    in     this     or     .similar 
letters    addressed    by    me    to    the    Electors    may    be   construed   as    expressing    any 
opinion    as   to   the   relative   merits   of  the   various   candidates    who    have   presented 
themselves  for  your  choice. 

I  remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  A.   SMITH. 
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From  CLKMEXT  C.  J.  WEBl^  Esq.,  LL.D.,  Fellow  of  Magdalen  College,  Oxford  ; 

GitTord  Lecturer  in  the  University  of  Aberdeen. 


To  tJic  Electors  to  the  Chair  of  Looic  and  Metaphysics 
in  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 

Magdalen   College, 
Oxford,  c^th  June  1919. 

Gkntlf.mkn, 

I    have   great   pleasure   in   acceding   to   the  request  of  my  friend 

Professor  Norm  AN  Kkmi-  Smith  that  I  should  lay  before  you  an  expression  of  the 
hi'-h  estimate  which  I  have  formed  of  the  value  and  great  importance  to  students  of 
l^hilosophy  of  his  recently  published  ComwcnUuy  to  Kant's  Critique  of  Pure  Reason. 
While  there  exist  in  our  language  not  a  few  other  accounts  and  discussions,  some  of 
them  of  remarkable  excellence,  of  the  teaching  of  Kant,  I  think  it  may  safely  be 
said  that  there  is  none  to  be  set  beside  I'rofessor  Kemp  Smith's,  as  an  accurate 
commentary  upon  the  text  of  Kant's  principal  work  ;  and,  in  particular,  that  it  will  for 
a  long  while  be  indispensable  a<  a  guide  to  those  who  desire  to  trace  the  development 
of  Kant's  thought,  and  understand  in  the  light  of  that  development  the  construction 
of  the  epoch-making  book  which  has  been  the  subject  of  these  thorough-going  and 
scholarl}-  investigations. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

CLEMENT   C  J.  WEBB. 
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From  HAROLD   H.   JOACHIM,  Esq.,  ]\I.A.,  Fellow  and  Tutor  in  Merton  College, 

Oxford. 

Merton  College, 
Oxford,  25///  J/aj'  19 19. 

The  debt,  which  all  students  of  philosophy  already  owed  to  Professor  NORMAN 
Kkmp  Smith  for  his  admirable  S^^n/Zes  in  the  Cartesian  Philosophy  and  his 
valuable  pai)cr  on  The  Naturalism  of  Hume,  has  been  immeasurably  increased 
b\-  th-  recent  publication  of  his  Commentary  to  Kanfs  Critique  of  Pure  Reason. 
V.xcvy  page  of  this  Commentary  bears  the  marks  of  years  of  patient  work  devoted 
to  the  critical  study  of  Kant,  and  the  book  is  remarkable  for  the  profound  and 
scholarly  learnin-  which  it  embodies  ;  but  it  is  even  more  remarkable  for  the 
sustained  power  of  close  thinkin-  and  for  the  ori-inality  of  interpretation  by  which 
I'rofcssor  Kemp  Smith  fascinates  his  readers  from  be-inning  to  end.  He  has 
produced  a  critical  Commentary  of  the  first  rank,  which  will  undoubtedly  prove 
indispensable  to  every  serious  student  of  Kant. 

Others  will  be  able  to  speak  with  better  authority  than  myself  of  Professor 
Kemp  Smith's  success  as  a  teacher  :  but  1  should  like  to  say  that  every  one  who 
knows  him— and  1  have  known  him  for  twenty-five  years— heartily  respects  and 
admires  him  not  only  for  his  intellectual  attaimnents  but  also  for  his  personal 
character. 

For  these  reasons  I  unhesitatingly  support  Professor  Kemp  Smith's  application 
for  the  Chair  of  Logic  at  Edinburgh.  I  am  convinced  that  he  would  confer  dis- 
tinction, both  as  a  teacher  and  as  a  writer,  on   any  University  which   included   him 

among  its  Professors. 

HAROLD   H.  JOACHIM. 
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From  G.  DAWES    HICKS,  Esq.,  Ph.D.,  Litt.D.,  Profes.sor  of  Philosophy  in 

University  College,  London. 

CAMBRiD(;E,y//;/t'  19 19. 

I  (  ONSIDKK  it  a  privilege  to  express  my  conviction  that  Professor  NoRMAN  KEMP 
Smith  is  eminently  qualified  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  the  important  Chair  of  Logic 
and  Metaphx'sics  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh.  I  have  known  Dr.  Kemp 
Smith  personally  for  many  years,  and  have  always  regarded  him  as  a  man  of 
great  philosophical  ability  and  of  profound  and  accurate  scholarship.  He  had  the 
immense  advantage  of  being  associated  with  the  late  Robert  Adamson  in  his  work 
at  Glasgow,  and  of  being  early  stimulated  by  Adamson's  unique  power  and  learning. 
His  first  book  (on  the  Cartesian  Philosoph)-)  was  written  under  Adamson's 
inspiration,  and  is  recognised  by  all  competent  judges  to  be  a  contribution  of 
extreme  value  to  the  history  of  philosophy.  Of  his  large  and  exhaustive  volume 
on  the  Kantian  system,  published  a  year  ago,  I  have  expressed  my  high 
appreciation  in  the  last  number  of  Mind.  The  volume  seems  to  me  to  be 
characterised  by  so  much  freshness  and  originality  of  thought,  by  so  keen  and 
comprehensive  an  insight  into  the  deeper  problems  of  the  Critique,  and  by  such 
lucidity  and  clearness  of  expression,  as  to  render  it  a  permanent  addition  to 
philosophical  literature.  Moreover,  Dr.  Kemp  Smith's  numerous  articles  in 
philosophical  periodicals  have  established  his  reputation  as  a  leading  authority 
on  the  history  of  philosophy  and  have  shown  his  acuteness  in  handling  its  present- 
day  problems. 

I  cannot,  of  course,  speak  of  his  years  of  service  at  Princeton.  But  I  may  be 
permitted  to  point  to  his  wide  experience  of  University  life  as  qualifying  him  in 
exceptional  measure  for  entering  upon  the  work  that  falls  to  a  member  of  the  staff 
of  a  great  centre  of  learning.  I  am  persuaded  that  both  as  a  colleague  and  as  a 
teacher  he  would  prove  himself  a  worthy  successor  of  Professor  Pringle-Pattison. 

G.   DAWES   HICKS. 
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From  H.  WILDON  CARR.  Esq.,  D.Litt.,  Fellow  of  King's  College,  London; 
Professor  of  Philosophy  in  the  University  of  London  ;  Editor  and  Past 
I'resident  of  the   Aristotelian   Society  ;    President   of  the   Mind   Association. 

UxivERSiTv  OF  London, 
King's  Collkce,  xT^tJi  June  19 19. 

I   HAVE   pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  very  great  value  of  Professor  NORMAN   Kemp 

Smith's   original  work  in  pliilosoj)h\-.      I    have   known    Professor   Kemp   Smith   for 

more  than  five  years.      I  visited  him  at  Princeton  University  and   have  met  him  on 

many  occasions  in  this  country.      I  regard  him  as  one  of  our  leading  philosophical 

scholars.       His  Counitciitary  to  Kanfs  Cri/ujur  of  J^mr  Keaso)!  is  likely,  in  my  view, 

to   take   a   permanent   place   in   our   philosophical  literature  as  a  standard  work  of 

reference. 

H.   WILDON   CARR. 
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From   JOHN    MacCUNX,  Esq.,  LL.D.,  D.Litt.,  Emeritus  Professor  of  Philosophy 

in  the  University  of  Liverpool. 


i 
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) 


Tarbet,   Loch  Lomond, 
yinie  1 9 19. 

W'UKN,  as  external  examiner,  I  had  an  opportunity  a  number  of  years  ago  of 
examining  Mr.  XoRMAN  Kemp  Smith's  work  for  graduation  at  St.  Andrews, 
I  formed  the  opinion  that  he  was  a  young  man  of  marked  philosophical  ability  and 
much  promise  ;  and  this  opinion  was  fully  confirmed  at  a  later  date  by  perusal  of 
his  book  on  the  Cartesian  philosophy.  That  volume  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  vigorous 
and  valuable  contribution  to  the  literature  of  the  subject.  From  beginning  to  end 
it  is  closely  and  tenaciously  reasoned  ;  and  it  is  marked  both  by  breadth  and  by 
firmness  of  grasp.  It  is  admirable  for  its  clearness  and  condensation  of  statement, 
and  for  the  thoroughness  and  skill  shown  in  handling  in  succession  great  philosophies 
without  sacrifice  of  depth  and  continuity.  It  appears  to  me  to  manifest,  beyond 
a  doubt,  metaphysical  abilities  of  a  high  order.  This  work,  together  with  all  that 
I  have  heard  as  to  Mr.  Kemp  Smith's  subsequent  career  as  teacher  and  author, 
seems  to  me  convincingly  to  justify  his  candidature  for  a  Chair  of  Philosophy  which 
enjoys  the  high  traditions  of  the  Chair  in  Edinburgh  University  for  which  he  is 
an  applicant. 

JOHN  MacCUNN. 
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From  J.  H.  MUIRHEAD,  Esq.,  LL.D,  Professor  of  Philosophy  in  the 

University  of  Birmingham. 


Universitv  of  Birmingham, 
wth  June  1 9 1 9. 

Professor  Xormax   Kemp  Smith  has  asked   me  to  write  a  testimonial   in  view 
of  his  application    for   the  Chair  of  Logic  and   Metaphysics  which  has   been  held  so 
long   and   with   such   distinction    b\'    Professor    I'ringle-Pattison.      I    wish   to  say   at 
once  that  I  know  of  no  one  of  the  younger   generation   of  philosophers   who   would 
be  a  worthier  successor  in  this  the  premier  Chair  of  Philosophy  in  Scotland.      I  first 
became   acquainted    with   his   work    through    his   brilliant    Studus  in   the   Cartesian 
riiilosophy,  published   in    1902.      By   this   work   he   placed    himself  at   once   in  the 
first   rank   of  philosophical    writers.      Though   the   work    of   a    very    young    man,  it 
showed    ripe    scholarship    and    a    singularly    happy  way    of  handling    metaphysical 
subjects.      Since   then    he   has   made   a   place   for  himself  as  a  teacher  of  philosophy 
and   enlarged   his   experience  of  University   life   and   organisation   in  a  most  useful 
direction  by  accepting  a  professorship  of  philosophy  in  Princeton   University.      This 
has  not  prevented  him  from  following  out  the   line  of  research   he   had    marked  out 
for  himself,  and    in    his   recently  published    Couiniottary  to  Kanfs    Critique  of  Pure 
Reason   he   siiows  t*;  what  good   purpose   he  has  used  his  time.      This  is  a  masterly 
work  in  a  field  which  has  attracted  the  most  distinguished   writers    for    the   last    half 
century  in  Germany,  Great  Britain,  and  America.      But  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that 
IVofessor  Kemp  Smith's  work  will  stand  comparison  with    any  of  tiicm.      Owin^'-   to 
tiie    pressure  of  University  work  since  this  book  appeared  I    have  not   been    able   to 
read  it  through,  but  I  have  tested  it  on  various  crucial   points   of  Kantian   doctrine, 
and    have    found    it    upon    each    a    model    of    up-to-date    scholarship,    lucidity,    and 
suggestiveness.      I    know    of   no    recent    work    in     piiilosophy    which    reflects    more 
credit  on  IVitish  scholarship  and  jjhilosophical  acumen.      Professor   Kemp   Smith  is 
a    man    of   strong    personality,   with    a   wide    outlook    on    human    life    and    reliable 
judgment  on  the    important   practical   questions   of  our  time.      In  the  new  period  of 
enlarged  opportunity    for  the    University   teacher  and   organiser    1    know  of  no  one 
who  is  more  likely  to  prove  himself  a  man  of  the  time. 


J.   H.   MUIRHEAD. 
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From  J.   \V.   SCOTT,   Esq,   M.A,   Lecturer  in  Moral  I'hilosophy  in  the  University 
of  Glasgow,  author  of  Sytidicalism  and  Philosophical  Realism. 


Univp:rsitv  of  Glasgow, 
29///  May  1 91 9. 

Since  the  appearance  of  Professor  Kemp  Smith's  recent  work  on  the  teaching  of 
Kant,  his  eminence  in  the  philosophic  world  is  undisputed  ;  but  it  may  be  per- 
missible for  one  who  was  once  his  pupil  and  has  stood  on  terms  of  close  acquaintance 
with  him  ever  since,  to  say  a  propos  of  his  present  candidature  that  the  more  one 
reflects  on  the  basal  direction  of  his  powers,  the  more  one  thinks  of  that  deeper 
spiritual  life  of  Scotland  of  which  Edinburgh  is  by  all  traditicjn  the  centre. 

For  Professor  Kemp  Smith  is  more  than  a  historian  of  thou<>ht,  crreat  teacher 
of  history  as  he  is.  The  lesson  of  his  whole  career,  to  all  who  have  had  the 
opportunity  to  follow  it  closely,  is  that  those  profounder  human  issues  which  touch 
current  life  at  every  point  and  which  have  always  been  present  to  him,  are  being 
confronted  with  ever  greater  directness  as  his  path  opens  up  before  him  ;  and  there 
is  left  the  strong  impression  that  his  fulness  of  power  is  probably  reserved  for  the 
time  when  he  shall  confront  these  problems  quite  directl}-,  in  and  for  themselves, 
and  in  his  own  independent  strength. 

Professor  Kemp  Smith  belongs  essentially  to  the  class  of  men  of  reserved 
and  massive  mind,  of  continuous  development,  and  long-accumulating  power,  whose 
deepest  interests  receive  expression  last.  And  no  one  knows  the  real  greatness  of 
the  man  who  has  not  seen  that  those  reserves,  in  his  case,  which  give  balance  to  his 
massive  acquisitions  and  are  the  real  seat  of  his  powers,  lie  in  the  region  of  the 
great  formative  ideas  which  shape  the  moral  and  religious  culture  of  a  people  ;  and 
his  perhaps  most  valuable  gift  for  his  generation  is  his  uni(|ue  capacit)-  for  the  now 
all-important  task  of  exhibiting  the  philosophical  roots  of  these  ideas  in  the  present 
and  in  the  past.  It  is  very  clear  that  Pldinburgh  would  have  in  him  a  professor 
whose  strong  and  rich  mind  is  as  yet  unharvested,  although  it  is  not  untested,  and 
one  whose  power  would  operate  as  a  great  steadying  influence  upon  the  youth  of 
Scotland  in  the  times  of  profound  and  far-reaching  social  change  which  are  now 
upon  us  all. 

J.   \V.  SCOTT. 
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From  H.  J.  W.  IIRTHERIXGTOX,  Esq.,  M.A,  Professor  of  Logic  and  Philosophy, 

University  College,  Cardiff. 


University  College, 

Cardiff,  y////^  1919- 

I  BEG  leave  to  support  very  cordially  the  candidature  of  Professor  NORMAN  Kemp 
Smith  for  the  Chair  of  Logic  and  Metaphysics  at  Edinburgh.  Professor  Kemp 
Smith  seems  to  me  to  possess  every  essential  qualification,  both  academic  and 
personal,  for  so  distinguished  a  post :  and  his  appointment  would  be  an  admirable 
choice  in  every  way.  It  was  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to  learn  that  he  intended  to 
become  a  candidate,  not  only  because  his  election  would  convey  a  full  assurance 
that  the  great  tradition  of  the  Chair  would  suffer  no  impairment  in  the  ensuing 
years,  but  also  because  it  would  occasion  Professor  Kemp  Smith's  return  to  Scotland 
and  to  personal  participation  in  British  philosophical  teaching  and  writing. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  offer  any  detailed  assessment  of  Professor  Kemp 
Smith's  great  attainments  as  a  philosopher.  Ample  testimony  as  to  that  will  be 
forthcoming  from  many  who  can  speak  with  greater  authority  than  I  can  claim. 
But  as  one  whose  business  it  has  been  for  some  years  now  to  study  and  to  help 
others  to  study  some  of  the  greater  movements  of  philosophic  thought,  I  may  be 
permitted  to  say  how  much  effective  aid  and  stimulus  I  have  derived  from  Professor 
Kemp  Smith's  writings.  His  book  on  the  Cartesian  philosophy  is  a  work  of 
remarkable  illumination,  and  a  singularly  fine  example  of  philosophical  criticism. 
It  carries  lightly  a  great  weight  of  learning  ;  is  brilliantly  clear  in  exposition  and 
wise  and  penetrating  in  discussion.  His  monumental  study  of  Kant  displays  all 
those  qualities  working  in  a  larger  scale  and  in  a  more  difficult  material.  It  would 
not  be  easy  to  overrate  Profes.sor  Kemp  Smith's  achievement  in  this  latter  book  ;  it 
is  certainly  one  of  the  out.standing  events  in  the  recent  history  of  British  philosophical 
scholarship.  Indeed,  in  my  judgment,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  when  Professor 
Kemp  Smith  has  is.sued  his  promised  translation  of  the  First  Critique,  he  will  have 
made  in  these  three  books  a  more  fruitful  and  momentous  contribution  to  our  under- 
standing of  a  great  period  of  philosophic  development  than  any  other  British  scholar 

of  the  present  generation. 
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In  view  of  what  Professor  Kemp  Smith  has  already  done  for  philosophical 
study — and  I  am  confident  that  other  gifts  are  still  to  come — I  believe  that  his 
election  would  add  to  the  University  a  professor  of  the  highest  distinction.  And,  if 
I  may  bring  forward  a  secondary  but  not  unimportant  consideration,  it  would  add 
to  the  teaching  resources  of  Scotland  one  whose  intimate  experience  of  the  methods 
of  another  country  might  be  of  great  value  in  improving  our  organization  of  higher 
philosophical  studies. 

On  every  ground,  therefore,  I  venture  very  earnestly  to  hope  that  Professor 
Kemp  Smith  will  be  elected.  It  seems  to  me  hardly  possible  that  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  University  a  better  appointment  could  be  made  :  and  I  am  sure 
that  none  would  be  more  generally  welcome  to  the  philosophical  teachers  of  this 
country. 

H.  J.  W.  HETHERINGTON. 
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Edinburgh,  24///  June  1919- 


To  the  Curators  of  Patronage  of  the 
University  of  Edinburgh. 


Gentlemen, 

In    support   of    my   candidature    1    beg    to    submit    the 
followino-  Testimonials  bearing  on  my  work  and  standing  in  America. 


I  am, 


Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


NORMAN   KEMP  SMITH. 


LIST  OF  TESTIMONIALS 


From  WOODROW  WILSON,  Esq.,  LL.D.,  D.C.L.,  etc.,  President  of  the  United  States 
of  America;  sometime  President  of  Princeton  University  .  .  .  . 

From  JOHN  GRIER  HIBBEX,  Esq.,  Ph.D.,  LL.D.,  etc.,  President  of  Princeton  University 

From  HENRY  B.  FLNE,  Esq.,  Ph.D.,  LL.D.,  Dean  of  the  Departments  of  Science,  and 
Dod  Professor  of  Mathematics  in  Princeton  University  .... 

From  PAUL  ELMER  MORE,  Esq.,  A.M.,  Author  oi  S/iclburne  Essays,  Platomsm,  etc.; 
Lecturer  in  Philos(  phy  in  Princeton  University  ;  late  Editor  of  the  New  York  Nation  . 

From  WARNER  FITE,  Esq.,  Ph.D.,  Stuart  Professor  of  Ethics,  and  Chairman  of  the 
Department  of  Philosophy  and  Psychology  in  Princeton  University 

From  GEORCiE  McLEAN  HARPER,  Esq.,  Ph.D.,  Professor  of  English  Literature  in 
Princeton  University  ......... 

From  HENRY  RUTGERS  MARSHALL,  Esq.,  L.H.D.,  Author  of  Aesthetic  Principles, 
Instinct  and  Reason,  Consciousness,  etc.  ;  sometime  Lecturer  on  Aesthetics  in  Prince- 
ton University  ........ 

From  Rev.  A.  C.  M'GIFFERT,  Ph.D.,  D.D.,  President  of  the  Union  Theological  Seminary, 
New  York  City  ......... 

From  Rev.  WILLIAM  ADAMS  BROWN,  Ph.D.,  D.D.,  Roosevelt  Professor  of  Systematic 
Theology  in  the  Union  Theological  Seminary,  New  York  City 

From  Rev.  DICKINSON  S.  MILLER,  Ph.D.,  Professor  of  Christian  Apologetics  at  the 
General  [Episcopal]  Theological  Seminary,  and  of  Philosophy  at  Columbia  University, 
New  York  City  ......... 

From  JAMES  E.  CREIGHTON,  Esq.,  Ph.D.,  LL.D.,  Professor  of  Philosophy  in  Cornell 
University  ;  Editor  of  The  Philosophical  Review  ..... 

From  FREDERICK  J.  E.  WOODBRIDGE,  Esq.,  Ph.D.,  LL.D.,  Johnsonian  Professor 
of  Philosophy,  and  Dean  of  the  Graduate  Faculties  in  Columbia  University  ;  Joint- 
Editor  of  the /fi/rwa/ ^^//'///76'.ft;/^_y,  Psychology,  and  Scientific  Alethods 
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From  WOODROW   WILSON,  Esq,  LL.D,  D.C.L.,  etc.,  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America  ;  sometime  President  of  Princeton  University. 

The  President 

OF  THE  United  States 
OF  America. 

Paris,   T^rd  June  191 9. 
My  dear  Professor  Kemp  Smith, 

It  was  a  pleasure  to  get  your  letter,  and  I  am  taking  real  satisfaction 
in  enclosing  such  a  statement  as  you  ask  for.  I  know  that  you  will  pardon  the 
haste  of  this  note  and  believe  me,  with  real  interest  and  the  best  wishes. 


Your  sincere  friend, 


WOODROW  WILSON. 


To  the  Curatoj's  of  Patronage  of  the 
University  of  Edinburgh. 


Paris,  ^rd  June  1919. 


It  gives  me  genuine  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  high  character  and  ability  of  my 
friend,  Professor  Norman  Kemp  Smith.  It  was  my  privilege  to  invite  him  to 
join  the  Faculty  of  Princeton  University,  and  my  association  with  him  there 
confirmed  me  in  my  judgment  of  his  character  and  capacity. 

I  had  no  opportunity  to  follow  his  work  in  detail,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  but  I  can 
confidently  testify  to  its  success  and  to  the  care  and  scholarship  with  which  it 
was  conducted.  He  enjoyed  at  Princeton  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  his 
colleagues. 

Very  sincerely, 

WOODROW  WILSON. 


From  JOHN   GRIER   HIBBEN,  Esq.,  Ph.D.,  LL.D.,  etc.,  President  of 

Princeton  University. 


To  the  Curators  of  Patronage  of  the 
University  of  Edinburgh. 


Pbinceton  University, 
Princeton,  N.J..  2nd  June  191 9. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  learned  that  Professor  NORM  AN  Kemp  Smith,  of  the 
University  Faculty  of  Princeton  and  the  Department  of  Philosophy,  is  formally 
applying  for  the  Chair  of  Logic  and  Metaphysics  vacated  by  the  resignation  of 
Professor  Pringle-Pattison. 

I  address  you  with  mingled  feelings,  on  the  one  hand  with  a  desire  to  further 
the  personal  candidacy  of  my  friend.  Professor  Kemp  Smith,  and  on  the  other,  with 
a  consciousness  of  the  serious  loss  which  Princeton  University  would  sustain  if 
Professor  Kemp  Smith  does  not  return  to  us. 

Professor  Kemp  Smith  was  called  to  Princeton  in  the  year  1906  to  the  Stuart 
Chair  of  Psychology  ;  later,  at  the  death  of  the  then  incumbent  of  the  McCosh  Chair 
of  Philosophy,  Professor  Kemp  Smith  was  made,  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  the  McCosh  Professor  of  Philosophy.  In  view  of  the  many  Scottish 
associations  of  Princeton  University,  and  especially  of  our  association  with  President 
James  McCosh  as  a  distinct  exponent  of  the  old  Scottish  School  of  Philosophy, 
I  felt  that  it  was  particularly  appropriate  that  the  young  Scotsman  should  hold 
the  Chair  bearing  this  honored  name. 

Professor  Kemp  Smith  has  given  abundant  proof  of  marked  ability  as  a  teacher, 
not  only  in  imparting  instruction  but  in  creating  among  his  students  a  real  and 
permanent  interest  in  philosophical  studies.  He  has  not  only  been  able  to  guide 
smaller  classes  of  advanced  students  in  Senior  year  and  post-graduate  work,  but  he 
has  been  very  successful  in  lecturing  to  a  large  Sophomore  class,  numbering  over  200, 
in  the  general  introduction  to  Philosophy.  For  the  last  six  or  seven  years  he  has 
been  the  Head  of  the  Department  of  Philosophy  and  Psychology,  and  has  served 


on  a  number  of  important  committees  of  the  Faculty.  In  all  of  these  relations  he 
has  shown  administrative  ability  to  a  high  degree  and  a  willingness  to  assume 
large  burdens  of  responsibility.  In  this  respect  he  has  been  personally  a  constant 
help  and  support  to  me.  I  have  deferred  on  many  occasions  to  his  judgment, 
and  have  always  profited  by  the  wise  counsel  which  I  have  received  from  him 
both  in  my  relations  to  him  officially  and  personally  as  well. 

Professor  Kemp  Smith  and  his  wife  have  together  won  a  place  socially  in  our 
community  which  is  the  recognition  of  the  esteem  in  which  they  are  held  by  the 
chance  acquaintance  and  the  large  group  of  their  many  friends.  I  wish  to  add  also 
that  this  estimate  of  Professor  Kemp  Smith  is  given  to  you  freely  and  sincerely 
despite  the  feeling  which  I  have  that  my  statements  may  eventuate  in  a  serious  loss 
to  the  University. 

With  assurance  of  my  high  regard,  believe  me, 

Sincerely  yours, 

JOHxN  GRIER   HIBBEN. 


P.S. — I  wish  also  to  add  to  the  above  that  Professor  Kemp  Smith  has  won  a 
very  high  and  distinguished  place  for  himself  in  the  estimation  of  the  scholarly 
world  of  America.  Among  his  colleagues,  the  members  of  the  Philosophical 
Association  of  America,  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  and 
illustrious  teachers  of  Philosophy  in  the  United  States. 


From  HENRY   B.  FINE,  Esq,  Ph.D.,  LL.D.,  Dean  of  the  Departments  of  Science, 
and  Dod  Professor  of  Mathematics  in  Princeton  University. 


To  the  Curators  of  Patronage  of  the 
University  of  Edinburgh. 


Princeton  University, 
Princeton,  N.J.,  Q)th  June  1919. 


Gentlemen, 

At  Princeton,  Dr.  NoRMAN  Kemp  Smith  is  regarded  as  one  of 
our  ablest  professors.  I  leave  it  to  others  better  qualified  than  myself  to  speak  of 
him  as  a  philosopher.  It  is  my  wish  to  testify  that  he  is  able  to  use  the  powers 
which  have  won  him  distinction  as  a  thinker  and  writer  in  expounding  philosophy 
to  students,  and  that  he  is  a  very  effective  and  stimulating  teacher.  He  has 
lectured  here  to  large  classes  of  undergraduates  with  eminent  success,  and  has 
shown  equal  skill  in  directing  the  work  of  his  more  advanced  students.  By  all 
classes  of  students  who  have  come  under  his  instruction  he  is  greatly  liked  and 
admired. 

In  our  Faculty  affairs  Professor  Kemp  Smith  has  shown  intelligence  and 
sound  judgment.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  no  member  of  our  academic 
community  is  more  highly  esteemed  than  he.  His  many  friends  here  will  rejoice 
for  him  if  he  wins  the  distinction  of  the  appointment  to  the  great  Professorship  at 
Edinburgh  for  which  he  is  a  candidate  and  will  feel  that  he  is  in  every  way  worthy 
of  it.  But  if  he  goes  from  us  we  shall  sadly  miss  the  friendliness  and  the  keenness 
of  mind  and  genial  wit  which  makes  association  with  him  delightful,  and  we  shall 
believe  that  the  Princeton  Faculty  has  met  one  of  the  heaviest  losses  it  could  suffer. 


Respectfully  yours, 


HENRY  B.   FINE. 


> 


From  PAUL  ELMER  MORE,  Esq.,  A.M.,  Author  of  Shelbiirne  Essays,  Platonism, 
etc.  ;  Lecturer  in  Philosophy  in  Princeton  University  ;  late  Editor  of  the  New- 
York  Nation. 

Princeton,  N.J.,  U.S.A., 
2nd  June  191 9. 
To  the  CuratoJ's  of  Patronage  of  the 

Ufiiversity  of  Edinburgh, 


Gentlemen, 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  offer  my  testimony  to  the  peculiar  fitness 
of  Professor  NORMAN  Kemp  SMITH  to  occupy  the  Chair  of  Logic  and  Metaphysics, 
though  his  loss  to  Princeton  and  the  philosophical  community  of  this  country  would 
be  serious. 

His  most  notable  achievement  is  the  Coninientary  to  Kanfs  Critique  of  Pure 
Reason,  published  last  year  by  Macmillan  &  Co.  This  work,  the  result  of  prolonged 
and  patient  investigation,  analyses  the  successive  ambiguities  of  Kant's  terminolog}', 
and  through  these  ambiguities  brings  out  the  genesis  and  significance  of  his  central 
argument,  in  such  a  manner  as  must,  I  suppose,  wnn  the  gratitude  of  all  students  of 
the  Kantian  metaphysics.  I  should  venture  to  say  that  this  undertaking,  enormously 
difficult  in  itself,  which  was  initiated  by  Vaihingcr,  has  been  brought  virtually  to  an 
end  by  Mr.  Kemp  Smith.  He  has  laid  a  solid  foundation  for  more  humanistic  and, 
in  the  better  sense  of  the  word,  popular  expositions  of  Kant's  ethical  significance  for 
the  present  age — studies  which,  I  understand,  it  is  his  intention  to  pursue. 

I  profess  not  to  speak  as  a  specialist  in  Kantian  literature  or  in  modern  meta- 
physics, but  there  is  a  certain  philosophic  ethos  which  can  be  felt  by  one  not  versed 
in  the  current  dialectic  of  the  schools,  and  here  I  think  my  acquaintance  with  Mr. 
Kemp  Smith's  mind  justifies  me  in  speaking  with  some  assurance.  The  root  of  the 
matter  is  in  him.  The  great  questions  of  philosophy,  which  are  not  new  and  are 
not  old,  and  which  touch  the  springs  of  life,  are  very  real  to  him,  and  arc  made  to 
seem  real  to  any  one  who  comes  into  contact  with  him  as  pupil  or  friend.  Philo- 
sophy is  seen  to  be  indeed  the  Trepiayayyij  r/)?  0X779  -^vx^l^  ^k  tov  yiyvofxevov  et?  to 
OP  Kal  TOV  oWo?  TO  (f>av6TaTov,  o  elvai  (pafjuev  Tdya66v — to  paraphrase  Plato's  definition 
of  the  true  purpose  of  education. 

I  do  not  hesitate  to  avow^  my  belief  that  as  productive  student  and  as  a  teacher 
Mr.  Kemp  Smith  would  occupy  worthily  a  Chair  which  has  been  made  famous  by  so 

many  distinguished  names. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

PAUL   E.   MORE. 
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From  WARNER  KITE,  Esq.,  Ph.D.,  Stuart  Professor  of  Ethics,  and  Chairman  of 
the  Department  of  Philosophy  and  Psychology  in  Princeton  University. 

Princeton  University, 
Princeton,  N.J.,  2nd  June  19 19. 

To  the  Curators  of  Patronage  of  the 
University  of  Edi^iburgh. 

Gentlemen, 

On  behalf  of  the  candidacy  of  Professor  Norman  Kemp  Smith 
for  the  Chair  of  Logic  and  Metaphysics  in  Edinburgh,  I  beg  to  say  the  following 
The  impression  which  he  has  left  upon  his  students  and  colleagues  in  Princeton 
University  and  upon  his  colleagues  in  philosophy  in  other  American  Universities 
seems  to  be  positive  and  unanimous  to  the  effect  that  he  is  a  man  of  marked 
personal  and  intellectual  virility.  He  has  been  very  successful  in  teaching  large 
classes  of  students  in  lecture-courses,  and  in  giving  them  a  respect  for  the  subject  ; 
and  he  is  the  kind  of  man  to  achieve  this  result  on  purely  intrinsic  grounds.  Among 
his  pupils  and  colleagues  he  is  recognised  at  once  as  a  man  of  unusually  solid 
sciiolarship  and  of  broad  general  reading.  The  students  who  have  come  under 
his  immediate  direction  are  all  loyal  disciples.  And  among  the  Faculty  of  the 
University  and  in  the  community  he  has  many  devoted  friends  who  would  deeply 
regret  his  failure  to  return  here  and  would  deplore  the  loss  to  the  University. 

Having  taken  his  place  as  Chairman  of  the  Department  of  i^hilosophy  and 
Psychology  during  his  absence,  I  have  been  in  position  to  hear  much,  in  addition 
to  what  is  known  to  me  through  personal  acquaintance,  about  him  and  about  his 
work.  Personally,  I  regard  him  as  the  strength  of  the  Department  (consisting  of 
seven  professors  and  three  assistant-professors)  ;  and  if  he  should  leave  us  I  have 
small  hope  of  being  able  to  replace  him. 

WARNER   FITP:. 
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From  GEORGE  McLEAX  HARPER,  Esq.,  Ph.D.,  Professor  of  English  Literature 

in  Princeton  University. 


Princeton  University, 
2nd  June  19 19. 

Professor  Norman  Kemp  Smith  is  one  of  the  most  respected  and  influential 
members  of  this  University.  We  have  with  difficulty  reconciled  ourselves  to  his 
absence  on  war  service,  and  if  I  write  in  support  of  his  application  for  a  Chair 
in  Edinburgh  it  is  only  because  I  cannot  refuse  at  any  time  to  express  my  very 
high  opinion  of  his  worth. 

He  has  adapted  him.self  with  remarkable  success  to  the  life  of  this  community, 
has  made  innumerable  friends  here,  and  has  become  a  centre  of  social  and  in- 
tellectual, life.  We,  his  colleagues,  regard  him  as  a  delightful  companion  and  a 
source  of  fresh  and  original  ideas,  as  well  as  a  man  of  strong  principles  and 
steadying  counsels.  Princeton  takes  peculiar  pride  in  him  as  a  successor  of  those 
other  Scottish  professors  of  philosophy,  John  Witherspoon  and  James  McCosh. 

As  his  friend,  I  have  been  keen  to  observe  and  am  now  happy  to  report  his 
success  as  a  teacher.  He  has  lectured  to  large  classes,  who  have  always  shown 
that  they  appreciated  and  admired  him.  He  has  also  gathered  about  him  a  group 
of  advanced  students,  whose  attitude  towards  him  has  been  that  of  disciples  to 
a  master. 

Personally,  I  must  add  that  if  he  does  not  return  to  Princeton  I  shall  feel 
that  the  town  and  university  have  lost  a  man  whose  presence  here  has  lent 
distinction  and  charm  and  interest  to  life. 

GEORGE  McLEAX   HARPER. 


From  HENRY  RUTGERS  MARSHALL,  Esq.,  L.H.D.,  Author  of  Aesthetic 
Principles,  Instinct  and  Reason,  Consciousness,  etc.  ;  sometime  Lecturer  on 
Aesthetics  in  Princeton  University. 


To  the  Curators  of  Patronage  of  the 
University  of  Edinburgh. 


The  Century  Club, 

New  York,  2nd  June  1919. 


Gentlemen, 

I  hear  with  great  satisfaction,  mixed  with  keen  regret,  that 
Professor  NORMAN  KEMP  Smith  is  a  candidate  for  the  Chair  of  Logic  and 
Metaphysics  in  Edinburgh  University.  The  regret  is  that  of  one  of  his  many 
friends  on  this  side  of  the  water,  all  of  whom  must  feel  deeply  the  prosj^ect  of 
losing  from  our  midst  a  man  of  rare  culture  and  personal  charm,  whose  companion- 
ship we  have  been  privileged  to  enjoy  during  his  occupancy  of  his  Chair  at 
Princeton  University.  The  satisfaction  is  due  to  our  feeling  that  if  he  receives 
the  appointment  for  which  he  applies,  he  will  have  had  bestowed  on  him  a  well- 
deserved  honour. 

Of  his  broad  learning  and  of  his  wide  experience  as  a  teacher  I  do  not  need 
to  speak.  I  lis  published  works  always  command  the  attention  of  authorities  in  the 
field  of  his  work  among  whom  he  stands  as  a  peer  among  peers.  It  may,  however, 
be  helpful  to  you  in  making  your  decision  to  refer  to  his  great  success  in  stimulating 
the  interest  of  his  students,  of  which  I  can  write  with  much  confidence  as  a  result  of 
the  insight  gained  while  I  was  lecturing  upon  Aesthetics  in  his  Department. 


I  am, 


Yours  respectfully. 


HENRY   RUTGERS   MARSHALL. 
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From  Rev.  A.  C  M'GIFFERT,  Ph.D.,  D.D.,  President  of  the  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  New  York  City. 


Union  Theological  Seminary, 

Broadway  at   i2oth  Street, 
New  York,  ith  June  191 9. 
To  tlie  Curators  of  Patronage  of  the 
University  of  Edinburgh. 

Gentlemen, 

Having  learned  that  my  friend,  Professor  NoRMAN  Kemp  Smith, 
of  Princeton  University,  is  a  candidate  for  the  Chair  of  Logic  and  Metaphysics  in 
Edinburgh  University.  I  hasten  to  express  my  conviction  that  he  is  admirably 
qualified  for  the  post.  He  is  the  author  of  a  number  of  published  writings  which 
reveal  genuine  philosophical  grasp  and  insight  and  an  unusual  power  of  expression. 
He  made  a  very  strong  impression  at  Princeton  during  his  years  of  teaching  there, 
and  has  had  a  great  and  salutary  influence  over  the  students  that  came  under  him, 
as  I  have  had  opportunity  to  know  because  many  of  them  afterwards  studied  in 
this  Seminary. 

It  was  my  good  fortune  to  be  associated  rather  intimately  with  Professor 
Smith  in  a  little  Philosophical  Club  which  has  met  monthly  for  a  number  of  years 
past,  and  I  can  testify  that  he  is  one  of  the  most  valued  members  of  the  circle, 
whose  formal  papers  were  always  enjoyable  and  instructive  and  whose  contributions 
to  our  informal  discussions  were  invariably  stimulating  and  illuminating.  We 
have  missed  him  greatly  during  his  absence  on  war  duty  abroad  and  we  shall  be 
very  sorry  to  have  him  leave  America  permanently  ;  but  I  am  confident  that  the 
University  of  Edinburgh  and  the  philosophical  fraternity  in  Scotland  will  be  greatly 
the  gainers  if  he  should  be  elected  to  the  vacant  Chair. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Respectfully  yours, 


A.   C.   M'GIFFERT. 


II 


From  Rev.  WILLIAM   ADAMS   BROWN,  Ph.D.,  D.D.,  Roosevelt  Professor  of 
Systematic  Theology  in  the  Union  Theological  Seminary,  New  York  City. 

Union  Theological  Seminary, 

Broadway  at   i2oth  Street, 

New  York,   4///  June   191 9. 

I  UNDERSTAND  that  my  friend  Professor  Norman  Kemp  Smith,  of  Princeton 
University,  has  announced  his  candidacy  for  the  Chair  of  Logic  and  Metaphysics  in 
Edinburgh  University. 

I  desire  to  commend  him  most  heartily  for  this  position.  As  Professor  Kemp 
Smith's  public  record  as  a  professor  in  Princeton  University,  and  as  an  author  of 
high  merit,  will  be  known  to  you  from  other  sources,  I  will  confine  myself  to  what 
I  have  learned  of  him  in  personal  intercourse,  and  particularly  as  a  member  of  the 
Philosophical  Club,  where  I  have  been  brought  into  intimate  association  with  him 
for  a  number  of  years.  In  this  Club,  which  consists  of  a  small  group  of  men  of 
different  academic  institutions  and  of  different  types  of  philosophical  opinion, 
Professor  Kemp  Smith  represents  the  idealistic  tradition.  He  stands  for  that  type 
of  philosophy  which  believes  that  fruitful  thought  in  the  present  must  grow  out  of 
accurate  knowledge  of  what  has  been  thought  in  the  past.  He  is  a  particularly 
forceful  and  intelligent  opponent  of  that  tendency  in  philosophy  which  would  banish 
all  interest  in  values  from  our  philosophical  thinking  and  reduce  philosophy  to  a 
branch  of  natural  science. 

To  sound  knowledge  Professor  Kemp  Smith  adds  liberal  culture.  He  is  that 
best  of  critics,  a  man  who  understands  before  he  condemns.  He  is  a  man  of  pleasing 
personality,  a  good  friend  as  well  as  a  good  teacher,  and  will  worthily  carry  on  the 
hi<Th   traditions  of  the   Chair  which   has   had   such   distinguished   representatives  in 

the  past. 

W^M.   ADAMS   BROWN. 
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From  Rev.  DICKINSOX  S.  MILLER,  Ph.D.,  Professor  of  Christian  Apologetics 
at  the  General  [Episcopal]  Theological  Seminary,  and  of  Philosophy  at 
Columbia  University,  New  York  City, 

General  Theological  Seminary, 

Chelsea  Square, 
New  York  City,  "Jh  June  191 9. 


Profe.ssok  Norman  Kp:mi'  Smith  seems  to  me  eminently  fitted  to  occupv  the 
Chair  of  Logic  and  Metaphysics  at  Edinburgh  University.  In  his  published  work 
he  unites  acumen  and  analytic  power  with  constructive  tendency  and  a  breadth  of 
interest  that  includes  the  whole  compass  of  philosoph)'.  His  Commentary  to 
Karifs  Critique  is  a  masterly  piece  of  analysis  and  historical  research,  the  best 
product  of  Kant  scholarship  in  my  opinion  in  our  language.  With  this  exceptionally 
expert  and  accurate  handling  of  the  tools  of  philosophy  he  combines  profound 
human  interests  in  life  and  its  supreme  concerns  ;  and  as  various  essa>s  in  the 
Hibbcrt  Joiaiial  7\w^  elsewhere  prove,  he  can  treat  with  power  and  distinction  the 
social  and  literary  aspects  of  the  history  of  philosophy. 

While  at  Princeton  University  the  impression  that  Professor  Kemp  Smith 
made  on  all  sides  was  the  same.  President  Wilson,  while  President  of  Princeton, 
expressed  to  me  on  one  occasion  a  more  than  usual  respect  and  regard  for  him  as 
a  man  and  as  an  influence  in  the  Universit)-. 

If  I  may  be  permitted  to  speak  of  character,  there  is  a  sincerit)-  and  a 
sympathetic  attitude  that  deepen  respect  the  longer  he  is  known. 

DICKINSON  S.  MILLER. 
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From   JAMES   E.  CREIGHTON,  Esq.,  Ph.D.,  LL.D.,  Professor  of  Philosophy  in 
Cornell  University  ;   Editor  of  The  Philosopliical  Review. 


Cornell  University, 
Ithaca,  N.Y.,  2nd  June  1919. 

1   AM    glad   to   testify  to   the  eminent   qualifications   of   Professor   NORMAN    KemI' 
Smith  for  the  Chair  of  Logic  and  Metaphysics  in  Edinburgh  University. 

After  a  distinguished  career  as  a  student  in  Scotland  and  in  Germany,  and 
after  having  served  as  a  Lecturer  at  Glasgow  University,  he  was  called  to  a  Chair 
of  Philosophy  at  Princeton  University  some  twelve  years  ago,  where  he  remained 
until  the  war  called  him  back  to  devote  his  services  to  his  native  country.  In 
America  Professor  Kemp  Smith  has  gained  a  wide  recognition  as  an  unusually 
successful  teacher  and  as  an  able  thinker  and  writer.  He  is  known  as  a  man  of 
sound  learning  and  of  great  solidit}-  of  character  and  judgment.  In  the  meetings 
of  the  American  Philosophical  Association  he  has  borne  a  leading  part  from  year 
to  year,  and  his  ability,  fairness,  and  courtesy  have  secured  for  him  in  an  unusual 
degree  the  respect  and  admiration  of  his  colleagues  throughout  the  country. 

By  his  writings  Professor  Kemp  Smith  has  already  taken  a  distinguished  place 
among  philosophical  scholars.  He  has  been  one  of  the  most  valued  contributors 
to  the  J^hilosophical  Revieiv  during  the  past  ten  )-ears  or  more,  and  he  has  also 
published  articles  in  Mind  and  other  philosophical  journals.  His  book,  entitled 
S/uc/ies  i)i  the  Cartesian  f/ti/osophy,  is  a  very  notable  work  ;  and  last  year  he  was 
able  to  bring  out  his  great  book  on  the  Philosophy-  of  Kant  on  which  he  had 
been  for  several  years  engaged.  This  appears  to  me  a  work  of  first-rate  importance 
and  to  give  clear  evidence  of  the  author's  sound  historical  learning,  critical 
judgment,  and  fine  power  of  thought  and  expression. 

Although  the  appointment  of  i'rofessor  Kemp  Smith  in  a  Scottish  university 
would  be  a  distinct  loss  to  philosophical  scholarship  in  America,  I  cannot  but 
recognise  that  he  is  well  qualified  by  natural  ability,  scholarship,  and  personal 
(jualities  to  succeed  the  illustrious  men  who  have  made  famous  the  Chair  of  Logic 
and  Metaphysics  in  l^dinburgh  University.  And  if,  as  I  hope,  there  arc  to  be 
closer  relations  than  in  the  past  between  the  universities  of  Great  Jiritain  and  those 
of  the  United  States,  his  experience  and  acquaintance  in  America  would  enable 
him  while  holding  such  a  position  to  render  most  important  services  to  the  cause  of 
philosophy  in  both  countries. 

JAMES    E.   CREIGHTON. 
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From  FREDERICK  J.  E.  WOODBRIDGE,  Esq,  Ph.D.,  LL.D.,  Johnsonian 
Professor  of  Philosophy,  and  Dean  of  the  Graduate  Faculties  in  Columbia 
University  ;  Joint-Editor  of  the  Journal  of  Philosophy,  Psychology,  and  Scientific 
Methods. 


To  the  Curators  of  Patronage  of  the 
Uuhersity  of  Edinburgh. 


Columbia  Universitv, 

IN  THE  City  of  New  York, 

2nd  June  1919. 


Gkntlkmen, 

During  his  stay  in  the  United  States  Professor  XORMAN  KEMP 
Smith  has  won  for  himself  a  leading  place  among  American  philosophers.  In 
Princeton  University,  with  which  he  has  been  connected  as  Professor  of  Philosophy ; 
in  Columbia  University,  where  at  my  invitation  he  gave  a  course  in  British 
Philosophy  in  the  Seventeenth  and  Eighteenth  Centuries  ;  in  various  colleges  and 
universities  throughout  the  country  where  he  has  lectured  ;  and  in  the  American 
Philosophical  Association,  he  has  distinguished  himself  as  an  able  teacher  and  a 
profound  scholar.  He  has  been  universally  recognised  as  a  man  of  rare  gifts  and 
charming  personality.  We  have  among  our  philosophers  no  man  of  a  sounder  or 
more  assured  reputation. 

Ver)'  truly  yours, 

FREDERICK  J.   E.   WOODBRIDGE. 
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